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​Although bringing the deceased home has become rare today, the tradition of the farewell hymn​
​continues in the Kaustinen region. The ceremony is now most often held at a hospital, health​
​centre or parish mortuary, but its essential purpose remains unchanged: to accompany the​
​deceased from the circle of home and loved ones through song, while giving the community an​
​opportunity to share in a final farewell.​

​The farewell hymn tradition is one of the most distinctive forms of intangible cultural heritage in​
​the Kaustinen region. It reflects a community in which singing has long played an important role​
​in both joy and sorrow, and where the final journey began in the family home, accompanied by​
​the voices of loved ones.​

​Photo:​​The Farewell Hymn in Pulkkinen, Veteli. Photograph by Vuokko Lahti.​


