Farewell Hymn Tradition

"A final visit home is a must.”

The Farewell Hymn — The Final Departure from Home

For centuries, the tradition of singing a farewell hymn for the deceased (ulosveisuu) formed an
important part of funeral customs in the Perho River Valley. The practice dates back to the
Middle Ages, when the deceased was accompanied on their final journey with prayers and
hymns. Although the Reformation changed many church practices, the farewell hymn remained
a living folk tradition, passed down without written instructions. It was not until 1984 that the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland reintroduced a formal order of prayer for the deceased
at home into its service book.

The Kaustinen region is exceptional in that each village retained its own lay singers who led the
farewell hymns for remarkably long. While in many parts of Finland parish employees gradually
replaced local singers, the tradition remained a strong part of village life in Kaustinen.

One Last Time at Home

As recently as the late twentieth century, it was still common for the deceased to be brought
home one final time from the health centre or hospital mortuary. In summer, the coffin was
placed outdoors on a bed of spruce branches or on benches covered with the household's finest
linen. In winter or during bad weather, it was carried into the main room of the house.

Usually, two or three hymns or sacred songs were sung beside the coffin. Alongside traditional
hymns, beloved spiritual songs were also performed, the best known being Kanteleeni (My
Kantele). Afterwards, family members and friends could take a final look at, or gently touch, the
deceased as a last farewell. The coffin was then closed and taken to the parish mortuary to
await the funeral.

A Shared Responsibility of the Community

The farewell hymn was more than a private family ceremony. It brought together relatives,
neighbours and fellow villagers, whose presence expressed sympathy and respect for the
deceased. The hearse was often followed by a long procession of cars, the length of which
reflected the esteem in which the deceased had been held within the community. Such
processions were a visible reminder that grief was never borne alone.



Although bringing the deceased home has become rare today, the tradition of the farewell hymn
continues in the Kaustinen region. The ceremony is now most often held at a hospital, health
centre or parish mortuary, but its essential purpose remains unchanged: to accompany the
deceased from the circle of home and loved ones through song, while giving the community an
opportunity to share in a final farewell.

The farewell hymn tradition is one of the most distinctive forms of intangible cultural heritage in

the Kaustinen region. It reflects a community in which singing has long played an important role
in both joy and sorrow, and where the final journey began in the family home, accompanied by

the voices of loved ones.
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